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Houriani v. Buck Knives, Inc., Case Number 2:21-cv-01908-DSF-SK 

United States District Court, Central District of California 

 

NOTICE OF CLASS ACTION SETTLEMENT 

 

You are not being sued. This notice affects your rights. Please read it carefully. 

 

If you have not received this notice by mail or electronic mail personally addressed to you 

and you purchased one of the Buck Knives, Inc. knife-sheath combinations identified below 

during the Class Period, you need to make a valid claim to be entitled to the remedies 

provided by the settlement. 

 

To:  All persons (“Class Members”) who purchased at any time from March 1, 2018, to February 

17, 2022 (“Class Period”) one or more Buck Knives, Inc. knife-sheath combinations that were 

labeled and marketed as “Made in USA,” and which contained an imported sheath, and were 

purchased as new by Class Members during the Class Period. These knife-sheath combinations 

include Buck Knives model numbers: 0102BKS, 0103BKS, 0105BKS, 0110BKSLT, 

0110BKSLT1WM, 0110BKSNS1, 0110BRS, 0110BRSFG, 0110BRSWM2, 0112BKS5, 

0112BRS, 0112BRSFG, 0113BRS, 0119BKS, 0119BKSWM1, 0120BKS, 0191BRG, 0192BRS, 

0500RWS, 0501RWS, 0616BKS, 0656GRS, 0657GRG, 0658GRS, 0659GRS, 0660GRG, 

0661GRS, 0684BKS, 0685BKG, 0685BKS, 0691BKG, 0692BKS, 0808BKX, 0808BRX2, 

0891BKS, 0891BRS1, 0893BKS, and 0893BRS1. 

 

On February 17, 2022, the Honorable Dale S. Fischer of the United States District Court, Central 

District of California granted preliminary approval of this class action settlement and ordered the 

litigants to notify all Class Members of the settlement.  

 

The Final Approval Hearing on the adequacy, reasonableness, and fairness of the Settlement will 

be held at 1:30 p.m. on August 8, 2022 in Courtroom 7D of the United States District Court, 

Central District of California located at 350 West First Street, Los Angeles, California 90012. 

You are not required to attend the Hearing. Note: The date for the Final Approval Hearing may 

change without further notice to Class Members. The final approval hearing may be held 

remotely. Please check www.BuckKnivesClassAction.com for updates. 

 

Summary of the Litigation 

 

Plaintiff Rodney Houriani, on behalf of himself and on behalf of all Class Members, alleges that 

Buck Knives, Inc. (“Defendant” or “Buck Knives”) misled Class Members to believe that the 

Buck Knives knife-sheath combinations that they purchased were made entirely in the U.S.A., 

when in fact the sheaths were allegedly manufactured in Mexico. Plaintiff alleged claims against 

Buck Knives under California’s Consumer Legal Remedies Act (“CLRA”) (Cal. Civ. Code § 

1750, et seq.), California's Unfair Competition law (“UCL”) (Cal. Bus. & Prof. Code § 17200, et 

seq.) and California's False Advertising Law (“FAL”) (Cal. Bus. & Prof. Code § 17500, et seq.). 

Plaintiff sought damages including injunctive relief, restitution, disgorgement, statutory and 

actual damages and punitive damages as authorized by the CLRA, costs, attorney fees, and other 

and further relief as the Court may deem proper. 
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Defendant denies Plaintiff’s allegations and denies that it has acted improperly or wrongfully in 

any way. Defendant believes that the lawsuit has no merit. The Court has not decided who is 

right. 

 

After the exchange of relevant information and evidence, Plaintiffs and Defendant (together, the 

“Parties”) agreed to enter into settlement negotiations in an attempt to resolve the claims in the 

case. On September 29, 2021, the Parties participated in a mediation with the Hon. Steve Kim, a 

magistrate judge in the United States District Court, Central District of California. With Judge 

Kim’s guidance, the Parties negotiated a complete settlement of Plaintiff’s claims. 

 

The proposed Settlement does not mean that any law was broken or that Defendant did anything 

wrong. Defendant denies all legal claims in this case. Plaintiff thinks the proposed Settlement is 

best for everyone affected. 

 

Summary of the Settlement Terms 

 

Defendant’s financial commitment to the Class shall be $200,000. This shall include all cash 

awards to Class Members including the service award to the Named Plaintiff. This shall not 

include Attorney Fees and Expenses or Settlement Administration Expenses. Class Members 

shall receive a $10.00 cash award for each Subject Product the Class Member purchased for 

household use during the Class Period, up to a maximum of three (3) claimed Subject Products 

(or $30.00 in cash). A maximum of six (6) claimed Subject Products (or $60.00 in cash) is 

permitted per household. Individual purchasers, only, and not corporate or other entities, are 

eligible to make claims. The funds for all unclaimed awards and checks that are not cashed 

within 90 days after issuance shall be paid to California Consumer Protection Foundation as the 

Court-approved cy près beneficiary. 

 

Class Members to Whom This Notice Is Not Personally Addressed 

 

If you purchased one or more of the Buck Knives knife-sheath combinations during the Class 

Period, and wish to receive a cash award, you must attest under penalty of perjury that you 

purchased one or more of the “Made in USA” Subject Products in California during the Class 

Period. You must specify the number of Subject Projects that purchased during the Class Period. 

The Settlement Administrator has the right to request verification of the purchase of Subject 

Products, including, but not limited to, receipt(s) or other documentation demonstrating purchase 

of any and all of the Subject Products during the Class Period, prior to issuing a cash award to 

you. If you not timely comply (e.g., within thirty-five (35) days of any request from the 

Settlement Administrator) and/or are unable to produce documents to substantiate and/or verify 

the information on the Claim Form and the Claim is otherwise not approved, the Claim shall be 

disqualified.  

 

Your Options Under the Settlement 

 

For Class Members Who Did Not Receive a Personally Addressed Class Notice: Submit a 

valid Claim Form online at www.BuckKnivesClassAction.com or by mail addressed to:  
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Buck Knives Settlement Administrator 

P.O. Box 26170 

Santa Ana, CA 92799 

 

Exclude Yourself From the Class: Any Class Member may exclude himself or herself from the 

Class by completing the Exclusion Form online at www.BuckKnivesClassAction.com. All 

Exclusion Forms must be submitted on or before June 1, 2022. 

 

Object to the Settlement: You can ask the Court to deny approval by filing an objection. You 

can’t ask the Court to order a different settlement; the Court can only approve or reject the 

settlement. If the Court denies approval, no settlement payments will be sent out and the lawsuit 

will continue. If that is what you want to happen, you must object. 

 

Any objection to the proposed settlement must be in writing. If you file a timely written 

objection, you may, but are not required to, appear at the Final Approval Hearing, either in 

person or through your own attorney. If you appear through your own attorney, you are 

responsible for hiring and paying that attorney. All written objections and supporting papers 

must (a) clearly identify the case name and number, Houriani v. Buck Knives, Inc., Case Number 

2:21-cv-01908-DSF-SK; (b) be submitted to the Settlement Administrator by mail to Buck 

Knives Settlement Administrator, P.O. Box 26170, Santa Ana, CA 92799; and (c) be postmarked 

on or before June 1, 2022. Do not submit your objection to the Court. 
 

Attorneys’ Fees and Costs: The attorneys representing the Class will ask the Court to award 

attorneys’ fees and litigation costs up to $100,000. This amount is subject to Court approval. All 

attorneys’ fees and costs awarded by the Court will be paid by Defendant and do not come out of 

the recovery for the Class. Any attorney who intends to represent an individual objecting to the 

Settlement or to Class Counsel’s request for attorneys’ fees must file a notice of appearance with 

the Court and serve counsel for all parties on or before June 1, 2022, at the following addresses: 

 

Class Counsel 

David R. Greifinger 

tracklaw@me.com 

Calvin A. Marshall 

calvin@greifingerlaw.com 

John A. Marshall 

john@marshallbusinesslaw.com 

Law Offices of David R. Greifinger 

15515 W. Sunset Blvd., No. 214 

Pacific Palisades, California 90272 

Telephone (424) 330-0193 

Facsimile: (831) 920-4864 

Counsel for Buck Knives, Inc. 

Stephen J. Tully, Esq. 

stully@garrett-tully.com 

Trang T. Tran, Esq. 

ttran@garrett-tully.com 

Nicholas D. Lauber, Esq. 

nlauber@garrett-tully.com 

GARRETT & TULLY, P.C. 

4165 E. Thousand Oaks Blvd., Suite 201 

Westlake Village, California 91362-3839 

Telephone: (805) 446-4141 

Facsimile: (805) 446-4135 
 

Incentive Award: Plaintiff will request the Court to approve an incentive award payable to 

Plaintiff not to exceed $7,500. The incentive award is in consideration for Plaintiff’s assistance 

with the prosecution of the Action. The incentive award will come out of the recovery for the 

Class. 
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Release 

Settlement Class Members who do not opt out will be bound by the following release upon final 

approval of the Class Settlement by the Court: 

 

“Released Parties” means Buck Knives, its past, present and future parents (including but not 

limited to Buck Knives, Inc., and any intermediary and/or ultimate parents), officers, directors, 

employees, stockholders, agents, attorneys, administrators, successors, suppliers, distributors, 

reorganized successors, spin-offs, assigns, holding companies, related companies, subsidiaries, 

affiliates, joint-ventures, partners, members, divisions, predecessors, or any retailers of the 

Subject Products. 

Members of the Class, on behalf of themselves, their heirs, guardians, assigns, executors, 

administrators, predecessors, and/or successors, will fully, finally and forever release, relinquish, 

acquit, and discharge the Released Parties from - and shall not now or hereafter institute, 

maintain or assert on their own behalf, on behalf of the Class, or on behalf of any other person or 

entity - the claims asserted in any of the Complaints in this Action and/or any claim based on the 

same factual predicate as any of the claims asserted in any of the Complaints in this Action. For 

the avoidance of doubt, the Parties intend this class release to extend to the furthest extent 

allowed by Hesse v. Sprint Corporation, 598 F.3d 581 (9th Cir. 2010). Released Claims do not 

include any claims that cannot be released as a matter of law.  

Additional Information: This notice summarizes the proposed settlement. For the precise terms 

and conditions of the settlement, please see the Settlement Agreement available at 

www.BuckKnivesClassAction.com, by contacting Class Counsel at tracklaw@me.com, by 

accessing the Court docket in this case, for a fee, through the Court's Public Access to Court 

Electronic Records (PACER) system at https://ecf.cand.uscourts.gov, or by visiting the office of 

the Clerk of the Court for the United States District Court for the Central District of California, 

Office of the Clerk, United States District Court for the Central District of California, 350 West 

First Street, Suite 4311, Los Angeles, California 90012, between 9:00 am. and 4:00 p.m., 

Monday through Friday, excluding Court holidays. 

 

PLEASE DO NOT TELEPHONE THE COURT OR THE COURT CLERK’S OFFICE 

TO INQUIRE ABOUT THIS SETTLEMENT OR THE CLAIM PROCESS. 


